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’ ABSTRACT ‘

In accordance with an English-Department deCision to
change from the Purdue English Placement Test to the Cooperative
English Test, the Research Office of El Camino College (ECC)
coordinated changes for scoring and computer operations while .
attempting to maintain the existing student cenent_system,
preserve the ratio of students assiiggﬁ/fofiftaoifferent:courses, and
adapt Cooperative English Test resukfs to a functional instrument for .
the staff. Pilot studies were conducted which provided trial cut-off
scores and computer card formats. ECC norms were drawn from scores of
1,888 students who too vocabugary, level and speed of
comprehenSion,p;g;ak/fgaﬁisg, English expression, and total English
‘tests during s ng and suwpmer 1978, Computer placement in English
courses was dependent on b th¢¢ota1 Teading and total English test
‘scores. Using the Cooperative English Test manual and the pilot study
data,-a comparison was drawn between the ECC norms and twelfth grade
and freshman college norms. ECC students functioned between twelfth
crade and freshman norms in vocabulary and English expression; their

"'speed and level of conprehendion parallejled twelfth grade normsy
their total reading was only slightly higher than,twelfth grade
norms; and they functioned slightly lower than twelfth grade norms.in
total Englieh. (TR) .
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THE COOPERATIVE. ENGLISH TEST AT-EL CAMINO COLLEGE ~ .-
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o . For the past decade since 1968, the English' Placement Test that was used
at El Camino College was the Purdue English Placement Test. There were o
disadvantageg\of this test as applied to the, English Placement Program of the
College. - Because. of this, ‘the English department, selected the Cooperative
‘English Test to replace the Purdue. . . - .o,

- — o .

(]

¥ The Research Office was contacted to coordinate the change for scoring

and computer. operations. The system for the placemeht of students into
Engl ish classes based upon the results of the Purdue Test was geVblopednin .
1968 by. the Résearch Office, and this system was used to place all students
who had not taken Englisk.at the C%llege into appropriate English courses.
- The problem given the Office of Institutional Research was to (1) main-
tain the present system of placing students, (2) preserve the ratio of
studefits assigned tq the different courses, and (3) adapt the results of the
Cooperative English:Test to a functional instrument for the staff,

“ Pilotistudies were conducted which provided trial éutroff scores and
card formats. -Inasmuch .as prdgrammihg efforts were not ‘available, the
, Office 6f Research wrot® all of the necessary programs, coordinated the ef-

forts with the Englfsh ‘department, .the counselors, the Office of Testiny,
and the Tabulating Secti ' ¢

- - .,. . L . ﬁ. ),
» - ° < : N .
As additional spring and summer test data became available, the cut-off
points were revised; the card format was revised; and local norms were .
developeds - -~ - ot ) . ,

A copy of the card format is shown XQ/Appendix A, The first %ine gives
the student name, testing time, English colrse options, and birthddte. The
second 1ine gives the six converted scores of the Cogperative English Test
followed by the percentile scores. The percentile scores are given as El
*Camino College Local Norms. These norms are’ based upon 1,888 students who
were admifiistered the test the spring and summgr of 1978. The six tests
include vocabllary, ‘level of comprehension, speed of comprehension, total

" reading, English expression, and total English test. .- .
. ' ' .

I
o

. . A sbudent'éﬁplacement in English—courses is dependent on the’ Totalt: ™
Reéading and Total Engljsh Test scores. The flow chart found in the Appendix
B is the system-that s used for'placement of students into English classes.
A1l placement is done by the computer. The flow chart merely indjcates the,
criteria that the computer uses. for placement.’ . \\\\

The local, norms -that were developed are shown in Appendix C, , Tables
of the gorms are stored in,the computer for 'ook up'' purposes, They are

provided in the appendix for anyone interested, in '"logking up'' norms by a.

v

" manual method.
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. . From these* data together with the Cooperative English Test manual, a
comparison was made between the results of the },888 students in the norma-
, tive group at El Canino College and the 12th grade norms, and the Freshman

4

College norms. . . i

-

Figure 1 indicatgs.that for VOcabulary the El Camino students are
functioning between the 12th grade and.the Freshman forms., The «top of the
El1 Camino students tend . to bgzmore consistent with the 12th grade norms.

/ : .

Figures 2 and 3 show; ‘that the level and/speed of comprehension closely
parallel the 12th grade norms, while Figure h shows El’ Camlno to be only-
slightly higher than the l2th grade norms. . :

’* e

P
0 Figure 5 indicates El Camino students to- be between ‘the two sets of
norms for English expyession. ] s
However, Figuye 6 shows El Camino students. to be functioning slightly '
lower than the l2th grade. norms, & . -
In summary the following is noted : T
3 v,
A Tbe El Camino results reflect only those student51
;who have taken the test, not necessarily the El .
- Camino stydent body. Some candidates take the test
) .but never enroll at the College. Some students are
. enrolled but do not take the test until they wish
, ©  “to enroll in an English class, -Students who have -
, ’: - had college'English coursés need not take the test,

K é. Those who take' the test, “overall“ tend to be
: functioning on ,the average about the_same as the

12th grade norm group. . LN ‘ﬁ
i . 3. - Faculty and administrators should be aware‘of the
s level of students at the College in .their English f . ,
, performance. i o ) ’
Fbo ‘ ) 0 ,
A . 4.7 From the test scores, students are placed into #% * »
) . English classes according to the following disdtiribu=
' " ton: . . .
English R - CU31g e
v English A or 2R ' 37% ‘jv
. English A, 2R, or 2A : . b 5T
English 1A, 2A, or 2R R VS S T
“English 1A, 2A, IR, or 2R - —+M% . - -
5.. Test data Will be gathered #nd the norms will && .

. updated annually or wheh deemed appropriate for '\ o
the purpose of identifying at™least this cha- Vg o .
racteristic of the students at the College« Lt
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CRITERIA FOR PLACING STUDENTS'INTO ENGLISH CLASSES ACCURDING
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SN ID-POINT PERCENTILES FRQM CONVERTED SCORES  APPENDIX C = 11, .1
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. 'CONVERTED VOCABULARY LEVEL OF s  SPEED,OF . TOTAL CENGLISH. |, TOTAL
SCORE\ - ° . . 'COMPREHENSION ~ COMPREHENSION , READING - EXPRESSION ~ ENGLISH
2z 9 " ! 2 D 1 I

23 1 I ] ! T I
12k B ] A. | = 0.
125 ] R E ! 1 1 1
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